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GLEN EIRA U3A INC.  Publication date: 30th October, 2017     Newsletter No. 113 ,  October, 2017 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
As another busy year at Glen Eira U3A comes to a close, there 
are still a number of notable events ahead of us. 
 
The annual Art Show which always showcases the extensive 
artistic talents of our members, and the end of the year Choir 
Concert will mark the culmination of our 2017 programs. 
November will also be a very busy time with enrolments 
commencing on 15th November. These will be both on line as 
well as at our office. Please be aware that courses fill up very 
quickly, so in order to enrol in the class of your choice, enrol as 
soon as possible to avoid disappointment by missing out. 
The year ahead, 2018, will see a number of new programs and 
courses to extend our activities. The Studio upgrade to provide 
more flexible facilities for our growing number of classes will 
commence when the builders move in on 4th December, and 
should be available at the commencement of our 2018 classes 
in February 2018. 
 
At the Annual General Meeting held a few days ago, our current 
President, David Neufeld, stepped down having given several 
years of outstanding service. Thank you David for your service 
and for the work that you have put in. Having now been elected 
president, I will find it a hard act to follow.  Three new 
members have joined the committee – Phillip Coleman,  Jack 
Edelman and Ditta Libson - and Monique Nugent has rejoined 
after a 12 month break. 
 
Thank you to all our volunteers and tutors, who spend 
countless hours every week, and who are the very backbone of 
our U3A, without whom we simply could not function.  And it 
must always be remembered that they are volunteers, and 
indeed are the real lifeblood our U3A. 
Wishing everyone a safe and happy end of year holiday, we all 
look forward to seeing you all back in February 2018, ready for 
another great and productive year. 
 

Garry Fabian, President. 
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How to Enrol for Courses in 2018 
 
In 2018 we will operate over two semesters: 5 February 
to 29 June, and 16 July to 23 November. 
Fees will be $50 for members, or $30 for associate 
members with proof of membership at another U3A.  
Note that separate fees for external venues and 
computer classes will no longer apply, but there will be 
fees for consumables used in classes, e.g., flower 
arranging.  You will be able to view the 2018 courses 
from 6 November, either online or at the reception 
tables. 
 
Getting into some of our courses is very competitive.  
Therefore, we conduct enrolments in two rounds.  
During the first round, from 9.30 on 15 November 
till close of business on 17 November, you can 
enrol in up to three courses, but only one can be art 
and only one can be exercise.  During the second 
round from 9.30 on 22 November you can enrol in 
additional courses, up to a total of five full year courses 
and any number of short courses. 
 
This year we expect all members to pay fees at the time 
of enrolment.  Even if you are only wait-listed for a 
course, you must pay at enrolment, but you may seek a 
refund if you are not accepted for any course. 
 
Online enrolment 
 

We encourage all members to enrol online using a 

credit or debit card.  Go to www.gleneirau3a.org.au. 

Choose ‘Log In’.  Enter your membership number from 

your badge, then enter the password you previously 

selected.  (For many members this is the last four digits 

of your home number, or mobile number if no home 

number.)  If you have forgotten your password, you can 

                ctd. page 3  

If wanting to look up New Horizons on line, click on 
to our website:  www.gleneirau3a.org.au, then click 
on the heading Newsletters. 

 
This newsletter contains much important 
information regarding enrolments and classes for 
next year 2018, so please read it all thoroughly. 

http://www.gleneirau3a.org.au
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Please address all mail to; 
 PO Box 286, 
 Glen Huntly, 3163 
 
Office: 1151 Glenhuntly Road, 
    Glen Huntly, 3163 

 
Phone:  (03) 9572 0571 
 
E-mail: office@gleneirau3a.org.au 
 

Website:  
www.gleneirau3a.org.au 
Office Hours:    Monday to Thursday, 9.30 am to 
3.00 pm:          Friday, 9.30 am to 12.30 pm 

 
COMMITTEE, 2017/18 

President:   Garry Fabian 
Vice President: Maggie Moulds  
Secretary:    Del Stitz 
Treasurer:    Jo Brown 
Committee Members:   Jack Edelman 
    Phillip Coleman 
   Ditta Libson 
   Monique Nugent 
   Stephen Au 
   Merv Barnett 
   Elizabeth Goldberg 
   Fay Morris 
    
Course Co-ordinators:  Maggie Moulds and 
   Merv Barnett 
Receptionist  
 Co-ordinator:     
Garden Co-ordinator:         Monique Nugent   

Events Co-ordinator:   Annette Clarke 

Newsletter Co-ordinator:  Heather Hudson 
      Email address: heathflo@iinet.net.au 
Publicity Co-ordinator:          Bruce King 

Dates to Remember 

 
Melbourne Cup Day:  Tuesday, 7th November 
Enrolments for 2018 commence: Wednesday, 15th 
Nov. 
Second tier of enrolments: Wednesday, 22nd Nov. 
Last Day of classes 2017: Friday, 24th Nov. 
 
Art Show: Thursday, 30th Nov.—Sunday, 3rd Dec. 
 
Choir Concert:   Sunday, 3rd Dec., at 3 pm 

2018 
Office opens:   Monday, 29th January 
Classes begin: Monday, 5th February, 2018 

STUDIO REFURBISHMENT PROGRESS 
 
Much thought, discussion, planning and product research has 
taken place over the past few months. 
 
I am happy to report a detailed plan has been submitted to 
various building companies and we have settled on 
Chatsworth Constructions’ quote to complete the job.  We are 
confident they will do a good job.  
 
Refurbishment includes the following processes:  removing 
internal walls, sink, cupboards, lights, floor coverings and 
numerous other items. 
 
New work will include guttering, security window louvres, 
double dividing wall with sound insulation, and an internal 
wall where the Hi Fi equipment and TV cabling will be 
situated. 
 
Cabinet making will include cupboards, drawers and an insert 
cupboard with glass doors constructed to house the amplifier, 
Blu-Ray player and Apple TV unit. 
 
There will be well-located lighting in both rooms and a 
parallel dim-able lighting system in the TV/DVD (left side) 
room to be named the Purple Room. This room will be 
suitable for a number of courses with smaller enrolment 
numbers.         ctd. P 7 
 

HOW ABOUT HAVING A BARBECUE HERE ON 
CAMPUS FOR YOUR END OF YEAR CLASS 
FUNCTION one afternoon or weekend?  The 
barbecue and its equipment are available.  Ask at 
the reception desk  or catch up with a committee 
member. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED URGENTLY 
 

Glen Eira U3A runs entirely on the contribution of 
volunteers.  There are a number of our long-standing 
volunteers who would quite like to be relieved of their duties 
if others are willing to step forward.  In particular, we are 
interested to find members: 
 

willing to take on organisation of events and catering 
interested to roster the reception desk 
willing to be the course coordinator 
take on web site publishing, and 
maintain TVs and electronic equipment. 

 
If interested, please tell reception or send an email to 

secretary@gleneirau3a.org.au .  

     Gardening 
It is hard to find a more potent symbol of regeneration 
than a garden.   Gardens teach us about new life and 
the inevitability of loss.   Despite numerous failures, we 
persevere because gardening isn’t about 
success.   It’s about discovery and hope of 
growth. 
If you don’t have a garden, grow a pot of 
herbs or flowers on window sill or balcony. 
 
From Monique Nugent, our 
gardening guru 

 

mailto:secretary@gleneirau3a.org.au
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A new Committee of Management was elected 
comprising: 
Garry Fabian, President 
Maggie Moulds, Vice President 
Del Stitz, Secretary 
Jo Brown, Treasurer 
Stephen Au 
Merv Barnett 
Phillip Coleman  
Jack Edelman 
Elizabeth Goldberg 
Ditta Libson 
Fay Morris 
Monique Nugent 
 
The meeting endorsed new rules for Glen Eira U3A. 
 

Mary Delahunty, Mayor of Glen Eira, was our guest 

speaker and talked about structure planning in Glen 

Eira, as well as answering audience questions. 

 

Del Stitz, 
Secretary 

How to enrol  for 2018  ctd. 
press ‘I have forgotten my password’ and it will be 
emailed to you.  Then go to ‘View or select Courses’, and 
tick your selections.  Press ‘Confirm selections’.  Select 
‘Finalise Courses, and if necessary, Invoice and 
Payment’. 
 
Your membership details and selections will then be 
displayed.  Select ‘Pay Invoice’.  When the invoice 
displays, select ‘Submit Payment’.  You can then pay as a 
Paypal customer, or opt for the guest checkout by 
selecting ‘Pay by Credit or Debit Card’ and entering your 
details.  Once you have enrolled and paid, you can either 
save or print the paid invoice for your records. 
 
A telephone hotline is available if you need help with 
online enrolments 9571 0385. 
The rules for the two enrolment rounds apply to online 
enrolments. 
 
In Person enrolment 
 
You can be assisted to enrol in person at the Glen 
Huntly Campus.  You will need to complete a form 
indicating your selections in advance.  Volunteers in the 
computer room will enter your selections, and produce 
two invoices for you to take to the payment counter.  
This year you can pay by credit card, debit card, 
cash or cheque. 
The rules for the two enrolment rounds apply to in-
person enrolments. 
 
Please be aware that the queues on the first day, 15 
November, are likely to be extensive.  Note that the 
building will not open until 9am, and enrolments won’t 
commence until 9.30. Please follow the signs to the 
Green Rooms to wait in comfort and ensure you have 
completed your form showing your selections.  Please 
do not bring new members with you on 15 November.  
We have asked new members who wish to enrol in 
person to attend on 17 November to enrol in the first 
round. 
 
Questions 
 

Please direct questions to reception volunteers who will 

either answer or seek further information for you. 

 

 
Annual General Meeting 
 
The AGM was held on 26 November.  A large number of 
members attended, more than filling the Green Rooms.  
Our retiring President, David Neufeld, thanked the 
many people who contribute to Glen Eira U3A.  He gave 
a report on the many things that had been achieved 
during the year.  A Financial Report was accepted which 
showed an operating surplus for the year of $21,000, 
and assets of $205,000.                       ctd. next column 

Vale Ian Cathie 

Glen Eira U3A members were very sad to hear of the 
passing of Ian Cathie this week.  Ian was president of 
Glen Eira U3A from 2010 until 2014. 

Ian was a teacher, who later served in the Victorian 
Legislative Council from 1964 to 1970 and then in the 
Legislative Assembly from 1970 to 1988.  Ian held many 
ministerial portfolios in the Victorian Government 
including in housing and education. 

Ian made a significant contribution to Glen Eira U3A as 
a tutor and committee member.  He will be greatly 
missed. 

AGM—RETIRING PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT  (abridged)  David Neufeld 
This AGM will be my last meeting as president and 
committee member.  So many people need to be 
thanked  especially those who have been committee 
members over the last five years. We offer our thanks 
also to all our volunteers—tutors, back room and front 
desk.   2017 has been a successful year with increased 
membership, more classes  but demand for classes 
exceeding space.   Maggie Moulds has been 
encouraging members to offer classes.   Plans to install 
a garden shed and upgrade the studio are now well 
advanced thanks to Steven Au and Merv Barnett.  
Various items of equipment have also been upgraded.  
 
2017 classes will soon finish with the annual art show 
and a choir performance. 
 
I want to wish Garry Fabian and the new committee 
all the best in making 2018 another successful year. 
 

David Neufeld, retiring President  

When you dance your purpose is not to get 

to a certain place on the floor.   It’s to enjoy 

each step of the way. 
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MEET OUR ART SHOW SPONSORS 
 

When it comes to supporting the local Glen Eira 
community and our U3A, in particular, the name Ruth 
Roberts stands out. For a more than 20 years the 
colourful billboards erected twice yearly  to promote Glen 
Eira U3A Courses and Events to the wider community 
have been donated as a community service by Ruth, 
Director of Woodards Real Estate  agency just near the 
Glenhuntly Railway Station. 
 
Past President David Neufeld says the lengthy association 
with Woodards  has been most beneficial as it has 
brought into our campus  many new members and some 
new tutors attracted, when out shopping, by 
the  messages on the billboards facing the  car park. 
"Ruth's billboards  put out the welcome mat to passers 
by". 
 
Apart from Woodards agency featuring  billboards and 
banners at fetes and sporting events  Ruth maintains a 
low profile about her outreach work linking into many 
local groups and organisations.  Pressed into revealing 
the extent:  her talents as auctioneer have benefited 
Breast Cancer research; staff  at the agency enjoying 
Casual Fridays  donate money going to the Taralye School 
for Deaf Children with the funds paying for a the cost of 
buying and fitting Cochlear implants to help the children 
in their hearing; a scholarship award at Glen Huntly 
Primary School encourages a student needing special 
attention; sporting groups such as the Murrumbeena 
Football Club  also the Bowling Club benefit; and 
Caulfield Grammarians Girls Footy Club also benefit 
because as Ruth puts it "while our Glen Eira community 
has a  wonderful secure family  environment in which to 
live there are pockets of disadvantage needing help". 
 
Outside Glen Eira the agency contributes a percentage of 
auction and  property settlement fees towards Woodards 
Foundation which has bought a house in the western 
suburbs to assist families seeking  refuge in emergency 
housing. 
 

Bruce King 
 
 

 
ART EXHIBITION 

Just a reminder that we will be having our Annual 
Art Exhibition from Thursday 30th November 2017- 
Sunday 3rd December 2017. 
 

Fay Edelman, 
Art Tutor 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 
We have two great teams of volunteers who ensure the 
smooth running of our U3A  classes and activities.  The 
reception team records apologies and attends to queries 
in a most efficient manner and  in many ways supports 
our tutors and committee.   The ‘back office’ volunteers 
maintain records, class lists and reports as required to 
provide up-to-date information for members and 
committee. 
 
Each year we require new members for both teams.   CAN 
YOU HELP?    If you are interested in joining either of 
these teams in 2018, please come to a morning tea in the 
Green Rooms at 10.30 am Thursday, 25th January, 
2018.   At this meeting we will organize the rosters for 
both teams.   If you have offered to help in previous years, 
but were not able to be placed, please show your interest 
again, as conditions change each year. 
 
NOTE: BASIC COMPUTER SKILLS ARE REQUIRED 
FOR RECEPTION DUTIES, WHILE ADVANCED 
COMPUTER SKILLS ARE REQUIRED FOR THE ‘BACK 
OFFICE’. 
 
Thank you to all members of the 2017 teams and best 
wishes for the holiday season. 
 

Marian Dunstan 
2017 Reception Co-ordinator 

 CHOIR CONCERT 
 

Sunday, 3rd December, at 3pm 

 

This evening at 7 pm there will be a hymn 

singing in the park across from the church.  

Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin. 
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COMPUTER SHORT COURSES 
This year has been a busy one for the tutors lecturing in 
the short computer courses.  
The Ipad, Iphone and Social Media were extremely 
popular and were oversubscribed soon after enrolments 
commenced. This resulted in members having to wait for 
some months which was regrettable and very frustrating 
for the members concerned. Hopefully next year the 
applicant numbers will be more manageable and U3A is 
reviewing how best to communicate with wait listed 
members as to the planned dates of their chosen courses.  
My thanks to Larraine Czerniewicz for her commitment 
to ensuring that all applicants who applied to commence 
these three courses were able to do so.  
The Word Processing, Excel and Advanced Computer 
Course courses were tutored by Jack Simpson who, after 
a number of years with U3A, has decided to resign as a 
tutor; on behalf of U3A and the many members who have 
benefited from his courses, I would like to thank Jack for 
the manner in which he has so generously shared his 
knowledge. It has been a pleasure to work with him.  
Courses involving Spreadsheets were also very popular 
but, despite this, Joe Bentata also made time to tutor a 
Basic Computer course and will be taking  on a Word 
Processing Course next year - my grateful thanks to Joe 
for his help and support this year.  
My thanks to Reuben Urban who tutored a number of 
Digital Photography courses in the first semester. He will  
be available again in 2018.  
Jack Edelman was unavailable for the first semester but 
has tutored the Basic Computer Courses during the 
second semester. I am grateful to Jack for his support in 
2017 and for agreeing to tutor both the Basic and 
Advanced Computer Courses in 2018.    
I would also like to note sincere thanks to Maggie 
Moulds, the Courses Coordinator, for all her help and 
advice to me and the Computer Course tutors: she has 
had a very time-consuming task behind the scenes 
coordinating all the courses at U3A and done a wonderful 
job. Also thanks to all the volunteers who manage the 
U3A Office. 
There have been some problems in coordinating the 
enrolment lists for the computer courses and ensuring 
that classes are full. Unfortunately there have been 
instances where members have indicated that they will be 
attending a course but have not done so and not indicated 
to the office or to the computer course coordinator that 
they are unable to attend. This has resulted in courses 
which have long waiting lists being held with vacancies, 
frustrating to tutors and to members on the waiting list. 
If a member is unable to attend a course, please contact 
the office as soon as possible as this will enable your 
place to be filled by another member.  
Please note: One week prior to the commencement of the 
chosen course the computer course coordinator will 
contact a member by telephone regarding the dates and 
time for the course and also by email if there is no 
response to the telephone call. However if there has been 
no response to either email or telephone call, the 
member’s name will be deleted from the enrolment list 
three days prior to the commencement of the chosen 
course and it will be necessary for the member to reapply 
to be placed on the enrolment list. 
 

Liz Brady, Computer Course Coordinator  

 HOMELESSNESS 
 
On a cold, wet and windy Tuesday morning, 5/9/17. 
people  met complaining of the weather, commenting 
that it was so inclement that some U3A members had 
decided not to leave their homes that day.  Ironically the 
guest speaker was Anne Barton, policy adviser on housing 
and homelessness to the Yarra City Council.     Anne 
began by pointing out that there are degrees of 
homelessness, the most obvious being those who sleep 
rough on the streets, particularly in the Melbourne CBD.   
Indeed one U3A member commented that overseas 
visitors are aggrieved that they have to step around such 
people ! 
 
However, such people sleeping rough are only the visible 
and small part of the total.   Other homeless people , far 
greater in number, are the couch surfers and people in 
refuges and other emergency digs.  There is also stopgap 
accommodation:  a caravan park or rooming house.   The 
latter are fewer and fewer, can cost between $200-250  
per week for an unlocked room and are far from safe, 
particularly for women.  Anne made further mention of 
women with children—it is difficult to find emergency 
accommodation with added challenges of finding schools 
for their children and keeping their whereabouts secret 
from abusive, violent partners/fathers.   All such 
accommodation is temporary, unsafe and uncertain.   
Most  will not permit pets, often the only companion for 
homeless people. 
 
Another U3A member reflected that homelessness can 
happen to any of us.   She was recovering after a hip 
replacement, had paid a deposit on a unit which had 
steps leading to it which were deemed unsafe because 
they were 2 cm steeper that the maximum allowable, so  
she was declared temporarily homeless until acceptable 
accommodation was found through a non-government 
agency. 
 
Anne distributed a ‘Helping Out Booklet—a Guide to 
Finding Support Services and Agencies in Melbourne’   
Most of these services are non-governmental.    In a calm 
and informed manner Anne convinced all of us to be 
extremely grateful that we all had homes to go to. 
 
Thank you Garry Fabian for organising this speaker. 
 

Margaret Y Blight 

Meditation beats sitting around doing 

nothing. 

 

Intuition often gets the credit 

eavesdropping should have had. 

 

Some things have to be believed to be seen. 

 

The best time to predict the future is after 

it’s happened. 
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I was privileged to see Betty Cuthbert run at the 1956 
Melbourne Olympics. I was so taken with our Aussie girl 
winning gold that I have never forgotten that day and think 
my love of sports was born then. Thank you for the 
inspiration and the memories Betty.  
 

Marlene Laurent 

Knitting Circle 
 
The knitting circle began at the beginning of 2016.  We 
meet every Thursday at 11:30am. The knitters have a range 
of abilities, from beginners through to advanced. My role 
has been to teach beginners and assist any knitters with 
reading patterns, and other aspects of knitting.  
The knitters have been working on a variety of items.  Some 
have knitted baby’s booties, children’s jumpers, children’s 
vests, and adult jumpers for themselves and family 
members.  Some knitters have been knitting scarves and 
beanies for charity from wool which has been donated by a 
charity group called KOGO – Knit One Give One. This 
group distributes items to the homeless and needy.  In 2016 
KOGO distributed 70,000 hand knitted winter woollies to 
the most vulnerable in our community through 250 
community partner organisations. When the items are 
complete, I deliver them to KOGO. I delivered 2 bags of 
scarves and beanies last year. In August this year, I 
delivered 4 bags of scarves from our knitting group to 

KOGO (see the 
photo below). Well 
done everyone!  
Thank you to all the 
k n i t t e r s  w h o 
attend. A special 
thank you to those 
who help other 
knitters in the 
group when they 
need assistance. 
 

Diane 
Shonberg, 

Tutor 

 

Glen Eira U3A salutes Betty Cuthbert  
 
During our Wednesday bike ride, (in August) organised by 
our trusty leader Paul Shewan, we stopped at the MCG at 
Betty Cuthbert’s statue. Paul has a great knowledge of 
sport history and thought it appropriate that we stop at 
Cuthbert’s statue to reflect on her amazing athletics career 
- Betty having recently passed away.  As we stood at the 
MCG looking at the statue of Betty Cuthbert we each had 
our thoughts and memories of a true champion known as 
The Golden Girl.  
 
1956 Olympics….  
There was nobody ahead of Betty Cuthbert as she ran 
down the track at the MCG. She was 18 then, with hair the 
colour of hay and knees that pumped high as she surged 
down a brick-red track. She was sprinting her way into 
history, a Sydney youngster from her father’s plant nursery 
on her way to becoming Melbourne’s, and Australia’s, 
Golden Girl.  
Her career came to a peak that season. Although she had 
been overshadowed by compatriots until then, and had 
won only one senior title before on a muddy track in 
Brisbane, her Olympic expectations were so modest that 
she bought herself a ticket to watch. Then, in an inter-club 
meet before the Games, she astonished the small crowd by 
setting a world record for 200 metres. That began the 
streak.  What she did inside six days in November 1956 
was win three gold medals: the 100 metres, 200 metres 
and 4x100 metres relay. She was the first Australian to win 
triple gold in athletics and the only athlete to win gold in 
all four events. In 1964 Betty Cuthbert sealed her career 
with a victory in the Olympic 400 metres final in Tokyo.  
  
In 1963 she began setting records again --- this time over 
the quarter-mile. Her conditioning program came from 
Cerutty, but it was her old sprinting coach June Ferguson 
w h o  w o r k e d  o n  h e r  t e c h n i q u e .   
She had already set world records in 1959 and 1963 over 
the yards equivalent.   Betty was still troubled by injuries 
but made the move to the 400 metres for the 1964 
Olympics in Tokyo. She won three national titles. Her best 
times were 10.4 seconds for 100 yards, 11.4 seconds for 
100 metres and 23.2 seconds for 220 yards.   She still 
ranks her 400 metre victory in Tokyo (alongside her 100 
metres final in the Melbourne Games) as one of the two 
flawless races of her career.  In Tokyo, Betty won the 
inaugural 400 metres in a time of 52.01. Cuthbert set nine 
world records, four of them in 1958.   
 
That tag, the Golden Girl, attached itself to her for all the 
years afterwards, symbolic of her entrenchment in the 
collective affection of a nation. It brought her an adulation 
that she found difficult to live with for a time, but she 
adjusted to it.   Betty retired from athletics after the 
Olympics and worked in the family nursery. Tragically, in 
1969 she was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, a disease 
she courageously fought until her passing in 2017.  
 

 

 

The U3A cycling group in front of Betty Cuthbert’s statue      

Service to others is the rent you pay for 

your room here on Earth. 

Attributed to Muhammad Ali 
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HALF A CENTURY UNTIL UNI. 
 
Finishing school with Intermediate Technical Certificate 
and gaining employment as an apprentice turner and fitter, 
I awaited 1962 and working at the Repco Apprentice 
Training Centre at North Melbourne. 

 
Comprehensive engineering training we got - Theory and 
Practice and one day and evening per week at Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Technology.   Second, third and 
fourth years were with Repco Clutch Company, Repco 
Universal Joints and Repco Drawing Office.   Time was 
spent in Stores, Despatch, Production, Inspection, Die 
Sharpening, Maintenance, Drawing, and the Toolroom. 
And again day and night school at RMIT. 

 
It was in the Toolroom that I was trained to be tool and 
cutter grinder, thus becoming capable of supplying the 
Production Section with sharpened tools and cutters.   At 
the conclusion of my apprenticeship I was awarded 
certificates for Turning and Fitting, Toolmaking and 
Production Technician.  As a tradesman I was promoted to 
leading hand in a production section.  

 
Circumstances, the need for change and a working life with 
used furniture followed.  By the end of the century, 
circumstances and the another need for change had  me  
training  in Gerontological Care, and later working as a 
carer in a nursing home.  

 
Then followed working with an upholsterer, and in a book 
distribution warehouse.   The rest of the time was taken up 
with self employment in the fields of grounds keeping, 
property maintenance and general handyman work.   
During those years the needs of clients had me working at 
home: repairing, painting, polishing, upholstering, using 
new or used materials, manufacturing, and creating 
sculptures. 

 
An enjoyable, busy and varied working lifestyle it has been.   
These days family life, cycling and being a member of 
Katalin Holl's recorder ensemble suits me fine.  

 
Lawrie Jones, 
Member of the U3A Recorder Group 

SOME LIBRARY MEMORIES 
 
I was a librarian in my working life. The State Library 
gave me the happiest days of my life. 
 
                 Bliss was it that dawn to be alive 
                 But to be young was very heaven. 
 
Hundreds of people, interesting inquiries, good bosses 
and a feeling in those pre-Google days that you didn't 
know much but you knew where to find it. 
 
Example:  A young man came in saying he was looking 
for neutral information on the Vietnam war. He said he 
had been to the Communist Party and the American 
Embassy but he could not make up his mind as to the 
morality of the war. I pointed him to a factual series 
called Keesings Archives. A few months later he told us 
that he had decided that the war was immoral and he 
would refuse to be conscripted. He was jailed and there 
were big demonstrations to free him. In those days in the 
State Library there was no such phrase as fake news. 
 
Next was the Library at the State Parliament. But 
information was not so important there.  The Premier 
boasted that he had never been in the Library. This was 
not quite right. Evidently he used to listen to the races in 
the Library and one night a Minister  was sent to get a 
certain newspaper so that the Premier could look up a 
race result. One exception was when a future Premier 
asked about the Wolfenden Report of 1957,  a report on 
legalizing homosexuality in England.  He seemed 
surprised that I knew it.  Perhaps that was the beginning 
of the legalization of homosexuality.  He achieved that in 
1981. 
 
I felt wasted at Parliament and decided to flee to the 
reality of a school librarian. In fact apart from library 
classes, I spent most of my time being a spare teacher, 
sports coach and umpire, publicity officer and editor and 
film projectionist. My wife was not surprised as she knew 
that I was a romantic. 
 

David McVilly, tai chi tutor 

THE GRAPH ON THE BACK PAGE is a bar graph 
showing the categories of our members’ previous 

occupations. 
 

 You will note that the most prevalent previous 
occupation was in the field of education, then health.   
Some of our members have written about their working 
lives  for inclusion in this newsletter. 

Leisure 

Leisure is the ability to hear a tap leak and 

do nothing about it. 

I’m not fishing, I’m teaching my worm to 

swim. 

 
Ctd. From p.2 
The right-side room will be named the Pink Room which 
will be used for clay modelling and a variety of other 
courses too. This room will have a hot water unit, a 
double bowl sink with plumbing out to the waste gully. 
There will be fitted cupboards and shelves and free-
standing metal stands for storing and curing the clay 
modelling work, etc. 
 
A wider entrance door will be fitted to the Pink Room side 
door with a concrete ramp constructed for wheelchair and 
walker access.  New stronger (security type) doors will be 
installed at both entrances. 
 
Work will commence on 4th December following the art 
show.  Hopefully after 4 working weeks, excluding the 
Christmas main days off, we should see completion of all 
work. 
 
Merv Barnett 
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Thank you to Saul Dishon who listed all members with their previous occupations 
for me, and to Joe Bentata who formed the above bar graph.  The category of ‘ Others’ 
includes a variety of occupations really, but it was hard to categorize them and, as there was only a few of each,  it was 
decided to group them together under the one heading.   Another category ‘Unstated’  covers those members who did 
not indicate their previous occupations on their enrolment forms.  I hope you find this as interesting as I did.   Editor 

 
 
 
 
 

YOUR 2017-2018 
COMMITTEE 

 
BACK ROW: Phillip Coleman, 
Merv Barnett, Elizabeth Goldberg, 
Jack Edelman, Monique Nugent, Del 
Stitz (Sec.), Ditta Libson. 

FRONT ROW: Garry Fabian 
(Pres.), Jo Brown (Treas.), Maggie 
Moulds (Vice Pres), Fay Morris, 
Stephen Au. 
 
(with a smile on every face...........) 


